We meet the first Wednesday of the month
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NOT JUST POLITICS AS USUAL
longmontdems.org
longmontareadems@gmail.com

happy holidays
from LONGMONT AREA DEMOCRATS

Welcome!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING TIME OR MONEY TO HOPE
(Homeless Outreach Providing Encouragement) From their website,
“COVID has plunged us into a time of uncertainty. We seek funding
and keep our ears and hearts open to be able to meet the needs of
those in need as new challenges arise during and in the wake of this
devastating pandemic.”
SOUP ANGELS prepare a protein-based meal for 10 to 15 people at
home and deliver the food to HOPE’s evening meal site. Meals should
include an entree and a side dish with an optional dessert. HOPE
supplies disposable pans for all soup angels. This can be a monthly
commitment or on an as-needed basis.
Visit hopeforlongmont.org/volunteer for more information.

— IN MEMORIAM —

Nino Eugenio Gallo
January 5, 1950 – December 1, 2020
_

“A Facilitator of Dreams”

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Continued)
TAKE ACTION NOW: Tell Boulder County You Support Building
the Compost Facility Boulder County is building a new stateof-the-art compost facility on an old agricultural site (Hwy 287 &
52), which would immediately reduce methane, help farmers to
build healthy soil, providing an affordable alternative to synthetic
fertilizers, attacking global climate change at a local level. For more
information and to speak in favor of the compost facility go to:
localcompostclimateaction.org
FOLLOW & SUPPORT H.R. 6906: Health Care Emergency
Guarantee Act, sponsored by Rep. Pramila Jayapal To provide
reimbursements for certain costs of health care items and services,
including prescription drugs, furnished during the public health
emergency declared with respect to COVID-19.

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Continued)
TWO FABULOUS ONLINE EVENTS THIS WEEKEND: Help Elect Jon Ossoff &
Rev. Raphael Warnock to the US Senate!
LATER TODAY, Saturday, 4pm, MST. For the TREKKIES!: 18 icons from 5
different Star Trek casts for a virtual fundraiser in support of Jon Ossoff & Rev.
Raphael Warnock. Featuring: Alison Pill, Anthony Rapp, Brent Spiner, Evan
Evagora, Gates McFadden, George Takei, Isa Briones, Jeri Ryan, Jonathan Del Arco,
Jonathan Frakes, Kate Mulgrew, LeVar Burton, Marina Sirtis, Michelle Hurd, Santiago
Cabrera, Sonequa Martin-Green, Wil Wheaton, and Wilson Cruz with special guest
Stacey Abrams. TICKETS: https://secure.actblue.com/donate/gsvf-trek
TOMORROW, Sunday, December 13th at 6:30pm MST. LIVE Hamilton
Holiday Celebration (one time only!) featuring Lin Manuel Miranda, Leslie
Odom Jr, Renée Elise Goldsberry, Phillipa Soo, Christopher Jackson, Jonathan
Groff, Javier Muñoz, Sasha Hutchings, and more! Anything you donate will be
used to flip the Senate blue!
RSVP & DONATE: https://secure.actblue.com/donate/hamiltonga?refcode=twitter

We know we don’t need to tell you how important it is to elect

Jon Ossoff & Rev. Raphael Warnock
to the two

Georgia US Senate seats!
So we’ve made it easier

to help out:
Please go to longmontdems.org
and click this widget:

early voting starts Monday in Georgia!
Take a pic of this QR code to take you directly to the Georgia widget:

TODAY’S AGENDA
• ANNOUNCEMENTS (Additional Announcements
from the floor)
• Recognize Electeds
• Review 2020 Accomplishments
• Spending Report / Membership / Bylaws
• Support Statements
• Members Vote to Approve 2020 Actions of the Board.
• Members Vote to Elect 2021 LAD Board.

then we saved the best for last!

➡

TODAY’S AGENDA
• A SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:
Beloved Legislators State Senator Mike Foote
& State Representative Jonathan Singer
• Wrap Up / Next Event / Where to Find Us

thanks for joining us today!
(we’ll move quickly...)

ZOOM BASICS
You were muted upon entry. Please remain muted unless
you are a presenter. Thanks for waiting in the waiting room
while we checked for membership or attendee status.
If you have an announcement to make, please let us know
in the chat window. If you joined us by phone, and you are a
member, you can cast your vote in the chat window when the
vote is called.
If you are a member, you’ll need the Participants panel
to vote.
You’ll see these icons in the menu

at the bottom of your Zoom screen:

ZOOM BASICS
And we are monitoring the chat window and waiting room
throughout the meeting...

Any shenanigans and we’ll boot you.
THANKS!

PURPOSE OF THIS ANNUAL MEETING
Our bylaws require that we do a bit of annual business:
present what we’ve accomplished, our spending report, bylaws
and support statements (which have been revised since last
year), and nominations for LAD Officers and Board Members at
large. Nominees have applied and confirmed their willingness
to serve with the current officers, who comprise the Nominating
Committee. (As per our bylaws, no nominations are taken from
the floor.)
Then our members take 2 votes:

PURPOSE OF THIS ANNUAL MEETING
(continued)

Two votes from members:
#1: Vote to Approve 2020 Actions of the Board
		
(accomplishments, spending report, bylaws revision and 			
		 support statements)
#2: Vote to Elect 2021 LAD Officers and
		 Board Members at Large

HOW TO VOTE?
1. Honor System. We ask that only current or
new members vote. A member is defined in our
bylaws as someone who pays the membership
fee (currently $25/year per person).
2. Hover over the bottom of your zoom
screen and your menu will appear. Click
your “Participants” icon & you’ll see this.
When each vote is called (there will be 2 votes
called after Support Statements are read),
please click the green thumbs up button for a
“yes” vote, the red x button for a “no” vote.
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Here’s

where you
vote, but

please wait

‘til the vote
is called,
thanks!

2020 Accomplishments
NOT what you would call a normal year...
• In February, we once again presented Caucus 101, and as
in previous years, had a very well attended program.
• Our LAST PUBLIC meeting in March was a candidate
Meet & Greet at the Library in preparation for Caucus.
And then things changed!
• In April, for our first virtual meeting, it was All About
the Census! Watch for additional districts for Colorado.
• May: Fair Tax Colorado — which sadly did not pass
in our June 30 Primary to make it onto the ballot —
Coloradans in fact voted to lower taxes a few weeks ago.

2020 Accomplishments
• June: We updated folks about the George Floyd
protests and what had come to light about the
Minneapolis police department. Colorado legislators
were already working on police accountability bill.
We had a presentation on Affordable Housing from
Annmarie Jensen (East County Housing Opportunity
Coalition), housing directors from Boulder County,
the state and city of Longmont, as well as city council
members Susie Hidalgo-Fahring and Joan Peck.

2020 Accomplishments
• By July, we had invited local civil rights activists Glenda
Strong Robinson & Madelyn Strong Woodley, to discuss
Actively Committing to Anti-Racism. We learned
about slave patrols and the real meaning of “defunding
the police”: Divest in what is not working. Invest in
safety and justice. We were also fortunate to have
State Representative Leslie Herod who had just 2
weeks earlier, drafted and along with our legislature,
passed SB20-217 Enhance Law Enforcement Integrity,
groundbreaking legislation — body cameras, banning
chokeholds and eliminating qualified immunity!

2020 Accomplishments
• Our August meeting: Acknowledged the very sad passing
of Congressman John Lewis, commenced a national,
six day celebration of his historic accomplishments, and his
urging to all of us to continue his “good trouble, necessary
trouble.” A portion of Amee Vanderpool’s essay said this:
“Listening to former presidents describe their love and
admiration for a colleague with such elegance and dignity
was a reminder that we are still a triumphant
nation at our core, and the promise of our splendid
democracy has just been asleep for a few years…
lying in wait.” She was right.

2020 Accomplishments
• By September, LAD was in full ballot mode, covering
all the candidates and ballot issues on your ballot. We
also had an update from the US Census Coordinator, Lily
Griego. The 2020 ballot was so extensive, we devoted
the October meeting to it as well.
• We did not have a meeting in November —
we were all recovering!
Throughout 2020, we had meetings every month except
January & November, and transitioned to webinar based
presentations — thanks for your patience!

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES ALL OF THIS POSSIBLE!

thank you!

The donate link is in the chat window, or take a pic of this QR code:

A Bit of Business:
Spending Report, Explanation of Membership Dues,
Bylaws Revision, Support Statements read by Nominees.
2 Votes from Members.

2020 Spending Report
— Sue McCue, LAD Treasurer

LAD Expenses 2020
ZOOM: $162.67 (4.8%)
INSURANCE & NON-PROFIT
STATUS: $325 (9.5%)
DONATIONS:
$785 (23%)

LAD EVENTS:
$0 (0%)
WEB HOSTING:
$108 (3.2%)
PROMOTION: MAIL CHIMP:
$167.02 (4.9%) $301.88 (8.9%)

RESERVES:
$486.60 (14.3%)
MEETING
ROOM
RENTALS:
$120 (3.5%)

MEDIA &
COMMUNICATIONS:

$900 (26.4%)

POST OFFICE BOX:
$53 (1.6%)

Membership Fee
& Bylaws Change
— Virginia Gebhart,
LAD Vice President

Membership Fee
• LADs membership fee will remain at $25 per person/year.
• Members typically renew in December.
• NEW THIS YEAR: Donorbox! There’s a link in the chat,
or use the QR code below. Otherwise, you can find it
at longmontdems.org: Click the “donate” tab up top
or the green “donate” button.
• You can also mail us a check (address at “Donate” tab or
green “donate” button at longmontdems.org)

ANY DONATION IS APPRECIATED —
It helps us do the work we do!

Bylaws Change:
This was added to our Bylaws,
under ARTICLE 2.0 MEMBERS:
2.1.1: The Board of Directors reserves the right in its
sole discretion to deny or revoke anyone’s membership.

(Click “Bylaws” widget to find our Bylaws on longmontdems.org)

Our Revised
Support Statements
(read by current & nominated
LAD Board Members)

WHERE WE STAND (read by Marilyn Hughes):
The FRAMEWORK OF DEMOCRACY secures the principles embedded in our
Declaration of Independence (“...life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness), taking
into account our evolving society. This is done by way of foundational norms
such as: rule of law; freedom of the press, protection of journalistic integrity
and fact-checking measures across all forms of media; secure, transparent and
verifiable elections; social, economic and environmental justice and equality;
separation of church and state; fair access to health, safety and upward mobility
for all persons in the US; support for all public infrastructure that provides service
for every resident (Social Security, Veterans benefits, healthcare, public schools,
transportation and roads), with fair and voted-upon regulation, and rejecting
privatization of these essential services; support of our military personnel,
veterans, and all bipartisan federal agency workers (Agriculture, Education,
Justice, State departments, etc) — encoding this framework into legislation
and state and federal constitutions where appropriate, by our duly elected
representatives or by petitioned initiatives voted upon by the People.
(Click “Where We Stand” to find our support statements on longmontdems.org)

WHERE WE STAND: RACISM (read by Marisa Dirks)
Racism is historically systemic, pervasive and damaging to society. Racism
thwarts equity in all aspects of our culture, from social and criminal justice,
to issues concerning our legal system, environment, healthcare, education,
immigration, voting rights, employment, financial services, housing, home
ownership and self-determination. Therefore, authentic racism awareness is a
mindset, from which we will address every issue.
n WE SUPPORT confronting racism through pressure on lawmakers, protest,
face-to-face dialogue, bias and anti-racism training, open listening and deep selfreflection of white privilege and historical power.

(Click “Where We Stand” to find our support statements on longmontdems.org)

WHERE WE STAND: IMMIGRATION
(read by Sue McCue)
n WE SUPPORT the enactment of comprehensive reform to immigration law,
providing a clear pathway to citizenship that will include the full protection under
U.S. immigration and labor law against exploitation, family separation at any time
during the process, and the rejection of discrimination. Immigrants in the U.S.
contribute to a strong economy. We support the preservation of DACA (Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals), TPS (Temporary Protected Status), and DED
(Deferred Enforced Departure) for individuals brought into the U.S. as children
and those entering under asylum. Individuals seeking asylum should be given due
process and should be treated with dignity and respect.

(Click “Where We Stand” to find our support statements on longmontdems.org)

WHERE WE STAND: ELECTION SYSTEM
(read by Ingrid Moore)
n WE SUPPORT a secure, verifiable, publicly-financed election system with
strong safeguards that guarantee every citizen’s right to vote without adverse
influences from money, gerrymandering, voter suppression, purging, election
fraud, or foreign entities.

(Click “Where We Stand” to find our support statements on longmontdems.org)

WHERE WE STAND: CORPORATIONS AS PERSONS
(read by Beth Utton)
n WE SUPPORT robust legislative action to remedy the damaging influence of
Citizens United v FEC (2010) upon our elections and upon financial transparency
in campaigns. Corporations are not persons, so therefore not afforded the rights
(in this case, free speech) of persons.

(Click “Where We Stand” to find our support statements on longmontdems.org)

WHERE WE STAND: CLIMATE
(read by Amy Weinstein)
n WE SUPPORT the protection of our planet and call for national leadership
and action in concert with other nations in shifting from a fossil fuel economy to a
renewable fuels economy as soon as possible, creating investment in sustainable
jobs for a sustainable planet. We support climate crisis actions based upon scientific
research that warns us that there is no more time to waste.

(Click “Where We Stand” to find our support statements on longmontdems.org)

WHERE WE STAND: WARS OF CHOICE
(read by Stan Gelb)
n WE SUPPORT a strong State Department which is empowered to allow the
US to interact with other nations through diplomacy, with military action as a
last resort. We support Congressional action under the War Powers Resolution
of 1973 to avoid wars of choice and endless wars while supporting a strong US
military which may act quickly when needed, especially in instances of genocide.
We support the monitoring and regulation of nuclear materials throughout the
world.

(Click “Where We Stand” to find our support statements on longmontdems.org)

WHERE WE STAND: HEALTH CARE
(read by Virginia Gebhart)
n WE SUPPORT a socially just and economically sustainable health care financing
system at the national and/or state level, single payer universal health care.
Treatment for mental health and substance use disorder must be included on par
with other medical care.

(Click “Where We Stand” to find our support statements on longmontdems.org)

WHERE WE STAND: EDUCATION
(read by Rich Marsh)
n WE SUPPORT fully funding high quality public education, including PreK-12,
adult, and Career and Technical Education (CTE), so that equal access is a reality
across all socioeconomic, cultural, and immigrant groups in all neighborhoods and
regions of Colorado. We support funding to make higher education affordable
as well as accessible for all. Colorado needs to fix the way schools are funded in
our state. Legislation should prioritize and reflect the value of a well educated
electorate.

(Click “Where We Stand” to find our support statements on longmontdems.org)

WHERE WE STAND: SUSTAINABLE WAGES
(read by Pat Davis)
n WE SUPPORT the development of governmental policies that ensure
sustainable wage jobs and protect all workers from wage theft, thus benefiting
the economy and increasing the standard of living for all.

(Click “Where We Stand” to find our support statements on longmontdems.org)

WHERE WE STAND: CIVIL LIBERTIES
(read by Mike Hart)
n WE SUPPORT legislation and initiatives that protect and restore our civil
liberties, reproductive rights, personal dignity, and respect for all human beings.
Every person must be treated equally under the laws of our land.

(Click “Where We Stand” to find our support statements on longmontdems.org)

WHERE WE STAND: CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM
(read by Julie Dadone)
n WE SUPPORT reforms within our criminal justice system with a humane approach
to incarceration, juvenile justice, rehabilitation, restorative justice, re-entry and parole
programs, de-escalation measures, in turn reducing recidivism, as opposed to law
enforcement brutality, use of dangerous force, racial profiling before during and after
the alleged offense has occurred and draconian punishment. We oppose the use of
mandatory minimum sentences and advocate for abolishing the death penalty. We
must address the racially discriminatory root of mass incarceration, revisit overly long
or harsh sentencing for non-serious offenses, or for laws that have changed since the
offense occurred (the legalization of marijuana in some states, as one example). Drug
use should be framed as an addiction and health issue, not a criminal one. We reject
“prisons for profit” and the privatization of correctional facility infrastructure.
(Click “Where We Stand” to find our support statements on longmontdems.org)

WHERE WE STAND: GUN SAFETY
(read by Pat Davis)
n WE SUPPORT responsible gun ownership and gun safety programs, and are
determined to keep guns out of the hands of criminals, children, and people in
crisis. We strongly urge universal background checks, closing gun show loopholes,
banning semi-automatic assault weapons, and limiting high capacity magazines.

(Click “Where We Stand” to find our support statements on longmontdems.org)

VOTE:

Approve the 2020 Actions
of the Board

VOTE:

Elect the
2021 LAD Board Members

2021 LAD Board Member Nominees
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TRIBUTE

State Senator Mike Foote
and

State Representative
Jonathan Singer
P
Beloved Legislators

— IMPORTANT DATES —
Georgia US Senate Runoff Election (2 seats!)
Tuesday, January 5, 2021
HHH

Colorado’s 2021 Legislative Session starts
January 13, 2021
Stay tuned for updates from CLEAN
(Community Legislative Early Action Network)
HHH

Presidential Inauguration
Wednesday, January 20
HHH

Boulder County Democratic Party Re-Org:
Saturday, February 6, 2021, 10am

— Remember —
There is a

Municipal Election
this year!:

Tuesday, November 2, 2021
HHH

Mayor, Ward II, & 2 At Large Seats are up!

Next LAD Meeting:
Wednesday, January 6, 6:30pm, via Zoom
HHH
We meet the first Wednesday of every month!
HHH

THANKS FOR ATTENDING!
Your contributions are
GREATLY APPRECIATED!
HHH
The donate link is in the chat window, or take a pic of this QR code:

WHERE TO FIND US
longmontdems.org

H

email: longmontareadems@gmail.com

H

Longmont Area Democrats

H

LongmontDems
SEND AN EMAIL WITH “SIGN ME UP” IN THE SUBJECT LINE TO
SIGN UP FOR OUR EMAIL BLASTS. ALL SLIDES FROM THIS EVENT
WILL BE POSTED ON LONGMONTDEMS.ORG SOON... THANKS!

