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Thanks for logging on...

Welcome!
 — to Longmont Area Democrats first ever virtual 

meeting. When you logged on, you were automatically 
“muted” (If you hover your mouse over the bottom of 

the screen, you’ll see the “mute/unmute” icon). 
Please remain muted, thanks! 

(background noise even if minimal, is distracting 
to other participants).



Full screen mode:

 To view the presentation in “full screen” mode: 
On the top of the control panel, click the View Menu 

button and select the Full Screen option. Or, on the tab 
on the side of the control panel, you can click the 

View button to toggle between Full Screen 
and Window viewing.

Give us a few minutes so everyone has a chance to login...

and thanks for your patience!



If you need help:

 We’ve asked Jake Marsing to monitor 
the chat window in case anyone needs help. 

You can also call or text him at:
303-775-6376 



Questions
DURING THE PRESENTATION:

 Please enter questions or announcements into the chat 
window (the “voice bubble” icon in the menu up top of 
gotomeeting window). We will have breaks to answer 

questions throughout our presentation. 
If we aren’t able to answer your question during the 
question breaks, if you think of something after the 
presentation, or have a comment, please email us at 

longmontareadems@gmail.com 



Elected Officials:

 Please let us know in the chat box if you’ve joined our 
meeting tonight — and thanks for being here!



Marilyn Hughes 
LAD Co-President



Marisa Dirks 
Media & Communications Director



ANNOUNCEMENTS
ALL PUBLIC EVENTS have been cancelled, postponed to an indefinite 
future date, “remedied” with a virtual approach — or plans are still 
being explored as to what events during the coronavirus protocol 
will look like. This includes the Longmont Leads with Love Vigil, the 
GAYLA fundraising event for Out Boulder County, the Boulder County 
Democratic Party Truman Celebration fundraiser and the Obama Dinner 
(the Colorado Democratic Party Fundraiser). 

We will post virtual events in our blasts, on our website and on our 
facebook events page as they become available.



ANNOUNCEMENTS (continued)

Longmont HOPE Needs: 
Drivers to take people to the Covin 19 Center in Boulder, to be tested.
Large size rubber gloves. If interested, contact Sander Seader at
sandi.seader@longmont.colorado

Secretary of State Jena Griswold Remote Town Hall, 
tomorrow, Thursday, April 2, 5:30pm, to speak about 
Colorado’s primary elections and our COVID-19 response. 
(RSVP using QR Code)



How about 
Boulder County’s Virtual 
Assembly last Saturday?

763 Participants...it went very smoothly...
votes cast for CD2, CD4, Boulder County 

Commissioner, and all State Senate and State 
Representative seats in Boulder County.
The 2020 BCDP Platform was approved.



BOULDER COUNTY’S VIRTUAL ASSEMBLY:

And why the BCDP Platform is important:
Although the 2020 State Legislative session was 

suspended due to the coronavirus, many bills were 

passed and signed into law. One of them, 

Repeal of the Colorado’s Death Penalty, has been 

part of the platform for years.



Mike Foote 
State Senator, (SD17)

Legislative Update



Legislation Passed:
There were actually many bills passed before the 2020 state 
legislative session was cut short due to Coronavirus protocol.  

SB20-083 Prohibit Courthouse Civil Arrest
Concerning prohibiting civil arrest while on courthouse grounds.
LAST ACTION: 03/17/2020 | Signed by the Speaker of the House
SPONSORS: Sen. J. Gonzales | Rep. L. Herod 

HB20-1031 Replace Columbus Day With New State Holiday
Concerning the establishment of a new state holiday in place of 
Columbus day.
LAST ACTION: 03/20/2020 | Governor Signed
SPONSORS: Rep. A. Benavidez | Rep. K. Mullica | Sen. A. Williams | 
Sen. C. Hansen



Legislation Passed:

...there are more. Go to: 

leg.colorado.gov

Use the pull down menu to “Bills”, then type in
“HB20 Signed” or “SB20 Signed”  — and you’ll see the

legislative work that has been completed and
signed by Governor Polis this year.



Questions?



TONIGHT’S AGENDA
• ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Recognize Electeds

• Legislative Update

• TONIGHT: All About the 2020 Census
 Why It Matters, How to Census, Census Questions,
 Rumors, Scams — and a Call to Action 

• Wrap Up / Next Event / Where to Find Us



TONIGHT’S EVENT

 2020 Census



SPECIAL THANKS: 

Carmen Ramirez
Community & Neighborhood Resources 

Manager,  City of Longmont
— for providing this presentation!
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Census data provides
valuable information
about our community

Counts determine the 
number of seats Colorado 
has in the House of 
Representatives

This helps us understand the 
needs of our residents, helps us 
plan for the future and assists 
in accessing grant funding. For 
instance, knowing the numbers 
of people who own their house 
or rent provides information to 
fund community block grants for 
more affordable housing.

Colorado could add another 
House seat depending on the 
official count!

WHY DOES IT MATTER?

Official Census counts
are used to distribute
federal dollars



RESPONDING TO THE CENSUS IS
EASY, SAFE, AND PROTECTED BY LAW

Available online in 
13 different languages,
including Spanish

The law protects your information. Your answers 
cannot be used against you by any government 
agency or court (Title 13 of the US Code)



Online*
Visit my2020census.gov NOW

Mail**
Fill out the questionnaire mailed to 
your home in mid-March.

Phone*
Call 844.330.2020 

Three easy ways to respond:

Learn more at longmontcolorado.gov/census

 * Online and phone responses can be completed in 13 languages (English, Spanish, Chinese, 
Vietnamese, Korean, Russian, Arabic, Tagalog, Polish, French, Haitian Creole, Portuguese, and 
Japanese). 

** A paper form will be mailed to every house that hasn’t responded already when we send 
our fourth mail piece out.



About those Census Questions:
The government’s census website has a section that explains why 
they ask each question. To find it, go to:

myCensus2020.gov 
 > “How to Respond” tab, 
  then pull down to:
  > “Questions Asked on the Form”
For now, we’ll go over the questions briefly, then focus on one question 
we had some concerns about...
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Some history:
The designation of  Latino, Hispanic or Spanish origin dates 

back to 1951, and civil rights law in Hernandez v. Texas, 

where a team of unknown Latino lawyers challenged Jim 

Crow-style discrimination against Mexican Americans 

all the way to the Supreme Court and won (A PBS 

American Experience documentary, “A Class Apart”, 

tells the story). 



Carmen Ramirez:
“People have questions about this census 

question — not necessarily concern — and it 

has to do with understanding the difference 

between race and ethnicity. Ethnicity 

(heritage, nationality, lineage, or country of birth) has been 

a question on several censuses and the categories under 

ethnicity, like the ones under race, have slowly become 

more inclusive. 



“It is not connected to the proposed
citizenship question that is not on the 
questionnaire. All of the same questions 

are asked of each individual including the 

main responder.    

We ask whether a person is of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish 

origin to create statistics about this ethnic group. The data 

collected in this question is needed by federal agencies 

to monitor compliance with anti-discrimination provisions, 

such as the Voting Rights Act and the Civil Rights Act.



“We ask about a person’s race to create 
statistics about race and to present 
other statistics by race groups. The data 

collected in this question is needed by federal 

agencies to also monitor compliance with 

antidiscrimination provisions, such as the Voting Rights Act 

and the Civil Rights Act.”

If you have questions for Carmen, you can email her at:    
Carmen.Palacios-ramirez@longmontcolorado.gov



Census Rumors: Setting the Record Straight
Does the 2020 Census ask about citizenship status?
NO. The 2020 Census does not ask whether you or anyone in your home is a U.S. citizen.

Are non-citizens counted in the census?
YES. Everyone counts. The 2020 Census counts everyone living in the country, including non-
citizens. Learn more about who should be counted when you complete the 2020 Census.

Can my answers be shared with law enforcement or used against me?
NO. The law prevents the Census Bureau from sharing your information with law enforcement. 
Your answers cannot be used to impact your eligibility for government benefits. Your answers 
are only used to create statistics about our country. The Census Bureau is bound by Title 13 of 
the U.S. Code to protect your personal information and keep it strictly confidential. That’s every 
answer, to every question.



Census Rumors: Setting the Record Straight
Can I only take the census online?
NO. The 2020 Census will be available online, by phone, and by mail. 

What questions WILL NOT be asked by the Census Bureau?
During the 2020 Census, the Census Bureau will never ask you for:

Your Social Security number.
Money or donations.
Anything on behalf of a political party.
Your bank or credit card account numbers.
If someone claiming to be from the Census Bureau contacts you via email or phone and asks 
you for one of these things, it’s a scam, and you should not cooperate. For more information, 
visit Avoiding Fraud and Scams.



Longmont Complete
Count Committee
finalizing messaging 
and partnerships

CENSUS TIMELINE

Invitations to all
households are sent
to respond

Non-response
follow-up and
in-person outreach

Finalize
Evaluation

Count
sent to
President

January March April 1 May  July December



Census Safety
Office of the District Attorney
20th Judicial District

COMMUNITY PROTECTION DIVISION
— Michael T. Dougherty, District Attorney



The 2020 Census: Be in the Know...and Be Safe!
Information will be sent by the Census Bureau through the mail:

➡If you haven’t responded by 
now you have received, or 

will receive a postcard.
PLEASE RESPOND NOW!



The 2020 Census: Be in the Know...and Be Safe!
Answer the census online, by mail or by 

calling the Census Bureau

© 20th Judicial District Attorney’s Office 
Community Protection Division 2020
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Count Me Out of Census Scams!
Follow these tips and answer the 2020 Census safely:

Questions?
Call the Community Protection Division at (303) 441-3700



Speaking of scams, the Republican National Committee 
sent misleading documents labeled “2020 Congressional 
District Census” to people in California and across the 
country just weeks before the start of the 2020 Census.

Envelopes were labeled “Do Not Destroy. Official 
Document”, included a lengthy questionnaire on blue-
tinted paper similar to the type used by the real census 
— designed to confuse people and possibly lower the 
response rate when the count began in mid-March.



The top of the mailer states it is “commissioned by the 
Republican Party.” In smaller print on the second page, 
below a request for donations, is a notice that it is paid for 
by the Republican National Committee. Included in the 
envelope is a four-page letter from National Committee 
Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel asking for donations to the 
party and a promise to support Trump in 2020.

The RNC committed a similar scam for the 2010 Census.

On March 5, facebook agreed to take down all the ads 
for the phony RNC Census solicitation. A few days later, 
the RNC said it would stop using the word “census” on 
mail solicitations and digital advertising. 



But how much damage was done? 

How many people tossed their actual census 
request because they thought they’d already 
received it? 

Or how many folks don’t trust the urgency of the 
census, especially if the RNC could so easily try to 
“hack” the process?



Did you know...
...only 38% have responded to the 
Census in Longmont?
• It could jeopardize essential services 
 being funded for those who need it most

• It could jeopardize another district being added
 to Colorado meaning, LESS representation!



And finally, although the deadline for the Census was 
extended to August 14 (by only two weeks), it’s difficult to 
predict how the coronavirus — and the world we live in now — 
will improve the turnout for census.

That’s why there is a call to ACTION:
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CENSUS CALL TO ACTION:
 Help us encourage people to respond! Online, phone or mail.

 Use your circles of influence to activate a community-wide 
 word of mouth campaign.

 Help us reach ALL in our community.

 Invite us to present to your various community groups.

 Visit our webpage at longmontcolorado.gov/census

 Help us make sure that Everyone Counts in Longmont!



SHARE on SOCIAL MEDIA & SEND to Friends!
Flyers in English and Spanish, in jpeg and pdf format 

available for download at longmontdems.org 
(click the “Census 2020” widget):

“Be In the Know and Be Safe” 
Flyers

“Everyone Counts” 
Flyers

“Everyone Counts” 
Postcards



NATIONAL WEBSITE:

2020Census.gov

CITY OF LONGMONT:

longmontcolorado.gov/census

ALL PRESENTATION MATERIALS AT:

longmontdems.org



Questions?



2020 Democratic Party 
Nomination Process

• Boulder County Assembly/Convention  
was held last Saturday, March 28

• CD4 Delegates will receive an email official 
call on April 6. Assembly will be held by email 
ballot sent on April 11, due back by April 13.  

• State Assembly Saturday, April 18 and will be a
 virtual meeting. Colorado Democratic Party
 should notify you about details for participation.



2020 Democratic Party 
Nomination Process (continued)

• PRIMARY ELECTION Tuesday, June 30
 (Unffiliated voters will receive 2 ballots, but can 

ONLY RETURN ONE BALLOT!)

• Democratic National Convention July 13–16

• GENERAL ELECTION Tuesday, November 3
 (All Colorado Elections are Mail-in Ballot. Remember to SIGN your ballot!)



A mere SEVEN MONTHS FROM NOW:
 — 11 Governors
 — 35 of 100 U.S. Senate seats
 — ALL 435 seats in the U.S. House 

and EVERY down ballot race in ALL state 
offices, state legislatures, county offices 
— all across our country...

ARE AT STAKE!



Please advocate 
in any way that you can for 

NATIONAL mail-in ballot 
legislation!



All about the Natural Disaster and Emergency Ballot Act: ➡

Natural Disaster and Emergency 
Ballot Act (NDEBA) of 2020:
“...to help election officials meet this pandemic head-on. 
Our legislation will guarantee every voter a secure mail-in 
paper ballot and help states cover the cost of printing, self-
sealing envelopes, ballot tracking and postage.”

— U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN)
Ranking Member of the Senate Rules Committee with 

oversight jurisdiction over federal elections

and U.S. Senator Wyden (D-OR)



Next LAD Meeting:

Wednesday, May 6 • 6:30pm 
Location to be determined, virtual?

H H H 

We hope you’ve enjoyed this evening 
and found it informative. 

Don’t miss our next meeting...Tell a friend!



WHERE TO FIND US
longmontdems.org

H
email: longmontareadems@gmail.com

H
 Longmont Area Democrats

H
 LongmontDems

SEND AN EMAIL WITH “SIGN ME UP” IN THE SUBJECT LINE TO
 SIGN UP FOR OUR EMAIL BLASTS. SLIDES FROM THIS EVENT WILL 

BE POSTED ON LONGMONTDEMS.ORG SOON... THANKS!



Questions?



Window Frame

Exhausted I threw myself on the couch and hoped for sleep.

With bleary eyes I glance out my front window 

 and see it frames a scene of beauty.

Beauty that helps me believe that ugliness will never prevail.

The beauty of the natural world in contrast with human squabbling.

The dark winter branches of an oak; its leaves brown and curled 

 but still attached, longing for spring…

 quietly waiting for the promise that is held by the 

 crisp sky blue of a February afternoon.

The scene burned into my slowly receding consciousness.

And still it lives sending tiny shafts of light into the darkness of the world.

— MARILYN HUGHES, 2015








