We meet the first Wednesday of the month
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NOT JUST POLITICS AS USUAL
longmontdems.org
longmontareadems@gmail.com

happy holidays
from LONGMONT AREA DEMOCRATS

Welcome!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
EVERY Saturday: Longmont Leads with Love Weekly Vigil, 1–2pm, 6th and Main St.
What’s Love Got to Do With It?: Choosing Empathy Over Hate, with Rep.-Elect
Joe Neguse, Wednesday, December 12, 11:30am–1pm, The Elks, 3975 28th Street,
Boulder. Brought to you by the Democratic Women of Boulder County. Register at
demwomenboco.org
Sustainable Resilient Longmont Holiday Potluck, Thursday, December 13, 6:30–9pm,
Longtucky Spirits, 350 Terry St, Suite 120, Longmont.
VACANCY COMMITTEE MEETING: Saturday, December 15, 9am, Sunset Middle
School, 1300 S. Sunset St., Longmont. All Longmont Precinct Leaders should attend
to vote for the SD17 vacancy!
NEXT LAD MEETING: Discussion of Revised Support Statements / National Popular
Vote, Wednesday, January 2, 6:30pm, (not here, but at the) Longmont Public Library.
Womxn’s March in Denver, Saturday, January 19, 9:30am, Civic Center Park.
The “x” is not a typo — it’s to signify being as inclusive as possible!

TODAY’S AGENDA
• ANNOUNCEMENTS (Additional Announcements
from the floor)
• Introduce current Board Members
• Recognize Electeds
• Explanation of Votes (Revised Bylaws, Candidate Bios)
• Members Vote. Business Finished.
• OUR SPECIAL GUEST:
Secretary of State-Elect, Jena Griswold
• Wrap Up / Next Event / Where to Find Us

A Bit of Business:
2018 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
EXPENSES OVERVIEW

2018 Accomplishments
We had a great year, and it took a lot of work to get there:
• Early, one-of-a-kind and comprehensive candidate meet
and greets throughout the year, which were crucial to
energizing the vote.
• Caucus 101 — always heavily attended. Because who
else does this?
• Discussion & Action Presentations on Immigration
Rights, Gun Violence, Mental Health and more.
• All Things Voting: “Petition Summer”, What Your
Primary Ballot Will Look Like, Knowing Your Ballot,
Early Introduction to the BCDP Voter Guide

2018 Accomplishments
•
•
•
•

(continued — too many for 1 slide!)
Legislative Update and Wrap-Up
CLEAN: Community Legislative Early Action Network
Booth Events throughout the summer & fall: Cinco De
Mayo, Longmont Pride, 6 Farmer’s Markets
A vibrant and growing social media presence: email
blasts, facebook, and an anchor of relevant info on
longmontdems.org

(a more comprehensive list was included in your
Official Call. There are printed copies available today.)

LAD Expenses 2018
MISC. EXPENSES:
$836 (19.9%)

ROOM RENTALS:
$736 (17.5%)

EQUIPMENT:
$451 (10.7%)
SOS ANNUAL
CERTIFICATION:
$10 (0.2%)
COMMUNICATIONS:
$1,176 (28%)

COMMUNITY
PARTNERS & SCHOLARSHIPS:
$200 (4.8%)
COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION
& OUTREACH: $789 (18.8%)

Voting:
MINOR CHANGE IN BYLAWS
APPROVE THE ACTIONS OF THE BOARD
RETURNING AND NEW BOARD MEMBERS

VOTE: MINOR CHANGE IN BYLAWS —
PURPOSE AND FORMATION

Longmont Area Democrats (herein LAD), a nonprofit corporation
formed under the laws of the state of Colorado, is an inclusive
grassroots organization promoting active community participation
in our representative democracy. LAD seeks to provide education and
information for the voting public, supporting progressive candidates
and initiatives at the local, state and federal level.

(our bylaws can be found on longmontdems.org)

VOTE:

Approve the Actions
of the Board

Returning and New
Board Members

Ellen Burnes is still officially

Chair of the Boulder County Democratic Party,
where she provided powerful leadership for the
legendary GOTV Field Team largely responsible
for the county’s 2018 turnout of 85.2%! But as
soon as her term there is up, we find it appropo
that she’s found home again with us as CoPresident of LAD. Ellen feels that, “People
deserve dignity and hope. All civil liberties —
women’s rights, immigration rights — give us
dignity and access to personal empowerment,
creating a diversity-based community with a
wide range of voices and leadership.”

LAD CO-PRESIDENT

Julie Dadone is a retired

school teacher and energetic activist. This
will be her fourth year serving on the LAD
board, previously as our treasurer. Julie was
responsible for driving a significant surge in
our paid memberships. Julie got involved
with LAD because she thought it was a
way of making a difference politically. “Just
complaining and not rolling up your sleeves
to do the hard work is not enough to bring about change.” LAD
is an outlet for Julie’s passions, along with serving on the Executive
Committee of the BCDP, doing work for the Longmont Public Forum
as well as being a beloved, recognized, and valuable local volunteer.

LAD BOARD MEMBER AT-LARGE

Pat Davis is a lifelong Democrat,
becoming an activist during the Vietnam era.

She has worked for candidates at every level
from city council through the federal races. Was
an aide to former Senator Brandon Shaffer at the
Colorado State Legislature.
Pat is a member of LAD, CLEAN and Longmont
Political Revolution. Pat’s house was Command
Central (also known as the “Bastion of Liberal
Extremism HQ” — Thanks, Leona!) for volunteers during the Historic Blue
Tsunami of 2018. Full of indefatigable spirit, great and sometimes “bawdy”
humor, Pat’s tireless activism is at the heart of, and the inspiration for, everything
that we do.

LAD BOARD MEMBER AT-LARGE

Marisa Dirks: I’m a native of

Longmont, proud Democrat, a Graphic Designer
in publishing my whole life, so naturally my passion
for history and my unabashed love of Democracy
would all merge together in a lifelong quest for
that elusive and perfect — Message. (I’ll get there
someday.) I guess you could say I’m responsible
for the “look” of LAD, but that part was easy,
because it came from my heart. And, I happen to
work alongside the best team of activists I’ve ever
had the privilege of knowing, respecting, loving
and learning from. Don’t let their self-deprecation fool you. They’ve shaped the
town and state I grew up in and what they do here, if repeated beyond, will shape
the world as we know it, too — if it hasn’t already!

LAD MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS

Virginia Gebhart: I grew

up in a small town in South Dakota and made my
way to Colorado in 1979. I’m a retired pharmacist
and have been involved in the universal health
care movement for a couple of years. I got
involved with LAD when I invited myself to work
the LAD booth at the Farmers Market so I could
talk with people about Amendment 69. I soon
learned that the mission and values of LAD align
with mine and being active in LAD is the best way for me to engage in the
Resistance. When I need some down time to refresh and recreate myself, I
head for the high country. I’ve been hiking sections of the Colorado Trail for
several years and I hope to do one more day-hike next summer to finish it off.

LAD VICE PRESIDENT

Mike Hart and his bride of 43

years, Mary, have lived in Boulder for more
than 45 years. Daughter Jocelyn, her husband
Dave and grand kids Andrew Simon (4 yrs)
and Charlotte Rose (2 yrs) live in Los Angeles,
while daughter Catherine (Catie) and Archie
(her Yorkie) live in Berkeley.
In addition to serving as a BCDP volunteer
for 14 years, for the past 29 years, Mike has
operated his environmental consulting business (Hart Environmental)
and Mary works at Boulder Community Hospital (40+yrs) as a
pharmacist. I guess you could say that our community roots run deep.

LAD BOARD MEMBER AT-LARGE

Susie Hidalgo-Fahring

is a fifth grade teacher at Indian Peaks Elementary
in Longmont. She is the Vice-President of the
St. Vrain Valley Education Association, council
member of the Colorado Education Association
Equity Council for Race and Culture, and serves
on the Negotiations Team for SVVEA. She is
an advocate for closing the opportunity gap in
education, providing equitable education for
marginalized students, and DACA. Additionally,
she has worked with the community and legislators
around quality mental health care, protection of
the environment, and immigration reform.

LAD BOARD MEMBER AT-LARGE

Marilyn Hughes:

I have been a sailor for the last 20 years.
Sailing has taught me a lot about facing
adversity and handling fear. Which has
helped a lot as a cancer survivor. I have a
master’s degree in education and was an
early member of Longmont Area Democratic
Women (LADW) when it was founded in
2003. That group later became Longmont
Area Democrats. Four years ago I started
CLEAN (Citizen Legislative Early Action Network) — to help people influence
progressive state legislation.

LAD CO-PRESIDENT

Tom McCoy

Recently awarded the designation of

LAD Board Member Emeritus
“The Lion of Longmont”
We thank Tom for his service, not only on
our board, but for his decades of being
the lone progressive voice on our City
Council, and for his continued love of
Democracy. We also know he won’t be
far away. We are grateful.
(Tom and Mary McCoy, 12/5/18)

Suzanne McCue is driven

by a service heart and the deep desire to use
her voice and her work to improve our city,
state, country and world. She is a Longmont
Precinct Leader, a member of the Boulder
County Dems Central Committee and a life
long, unapologetic Democrat. At the age
of 8, with her parents, she attended her first
demonstration and has continued to seek
out ways to stand up and speak out against injustice ever since. She
is currently serving her 22nd year as a public school educator, and is
the mother of two school aged sons. She and her family have lived in
Longmont since 2002.

LAD TREASURER

Rich Marsh:

By day, I’m a lawyer in Longmont. At other
times, I’m busy as a PCP, a member of BCDP’s
Executive Committee, a member of CDP’s
Central Committee, and a helper in municipal
candidate elections. I also serve on the
boards of the Boulder Valley YMCA and the
Centennial State Ballet. I’m married to Kay, and we have two adult daughters,
both married, one with a son. I think I can bring something to the LAD board.

LAD BOARD MEMBER AT-LARGE

Ingrid Moore: I have a BA

in Biology and love science! Twenty-five years
of my 50-year work career were in scientific
research administration. The last 18 were spent
managing the administration of the U.S. side of a
$100M international research satellite program.
I learned so much about working with people at
all levels and from many cultures. I also learned
persistence, patience, creativity, and diplomacy in
getting things done. I learned about interpreting
rules/regulations, when they mean what they say and when there is wiggleroom. Now in retirement for 3 years,I want to pursue activities that I enjoy
but that also make a difference to others. I know this can take an unlimited
number of forms, but whatever it is, I believe a person must get satisfaction
from it. I am still exploring this. It’s going to be a process.

LAD SECRETARY

Angel Sanchez: I was

born and raised in Tucson, AZ and now
reside in beautiful Longmont, Colorado with
my three children and my amazing partner,
Sonia Marquez. I am the second oldest of
six children. I am an avid baseball, Batman
and movie fan. My greatest passion is
working with people in need in any and all
capacities as capable. I am a huge proponent
of educational equality, women’s rights, social justice, and of course
immigration reform. At the end of the day, I am just another Latino kid
from the desert looking for every opportunity to grow and improve
while offering opportunities for others to do the same.

LAD BOARD MEMBER AT-LARGE

VOTE:

Elect 2019 Officers

OUR SPECIAL GUEST:

Jena Griswold
Secretary of State-Elect

Attention Longmont Precinct Leaders!
ONE WEEK FROM TODAY: Saturday, December 15, 9am
VACANCY COMMITTEE MEETING:
Sunset Middle School, 1300 S. Sunset St., Longmont.
PURPOSE: To fill vacancy in State Senate District 17
left by Matt Jones, who is now our Boulder County CommissionerElect. By statute, committee must meet quorum (50%).
IF QUORUM IS NOT MET:
Governor Hickenlooper appoints a replacement. Don’t allow this to
happen — step up and have your vote counted!

Your candidates for SD17 Vacancy:
MIKE FOOTE
WALTER GOEDECKE
ANNMARIE JENSEN
ANDREW O’CONNOR
KRIS WASSELL

Next LAD Meeting:
Wednesday, January 2, 6:30pm
(not here, but at the) Longmont Public Library
HHH
We’re updating our Support Statements (found on
longmontdems.org) so we’ll be reviewing those changes.
We’ll also have guest speakers talking about the
National Popular Vote Interstate Compact —
another step toward electoral college reform.

WHERE TO FIND US
longmontdems.org

H

email: longmontareadems@gmail.com

H

Longmont Area Democrats

H

LongmontDems
SEND AN EMAIL WITH “SIGN ME UP” IN THE SUBJECT LINE TO
SIGN UP FOR OUR EMAIL BLASTS. ALL SLIDES FROM THIS EVENT
WILL BE POSTED ON LONGMONTDEMS.ORG SOON... THANKS!

